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Grade     Teachers 

Pre-K      Jenna Peters Alexi Emery & Ava    
      Teveldal 

K             Karlie Zuehlke & Mataya Knecht 

1              Livia Knecht & Gabby Hawkinson 

2              Daynika Zuehlke & Jiana Davidson 

3              Paisley Bray 

4              Andrea Rabenberg 

5              Hailey Stiegelmeier 

6              Kelley Beck & Ally Phillips 

Jr High    Heather Landreth 

��� ��������	�
�
���������	�
�
���������	�
�
� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ������ 
	����������	�����	���
	����������	�����	���
	����������	�����	��� ���

Join us for this service and a celebration Join us for this service and a celebration Join us for this service and a celebration    
afterward in the Fellowship Hall.afterward in the Fellowship Hall.afterward in the Fellowship Hall.   
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      There’s Even Hope for Sinners 
 
Lexy and I just went through the interesting process of applying for new positions as pastors. There’s two 
sides to this conversation. We fell on the side of those interested in the call. The other party was  
the call committee. We’d like to thank all who were on the call committee. It’s not something churches do 
often, thankfully. So no one from the church ever gets too much experience in the call process. That said, 
the call committee seemed very diligent, timely, and intentional about the call process. Thank you for all 
your work, call committee. 
 
Both parties in the call process were attempting to put their best foot forward. When Lexy and I were writing 
up resumes, we included our high points from our professional careers. The documents we received from 
the call committee were similar in flavor - showcasing the items that make the Britton Lutheran  
Parish and the community of Britton a great place to be. We treaded lightly around past failings. The call 
committee did the same. All the while, everyone involved knows there’s character-flaws, problems, and 
“growth areas” on both sides. 
 
Some of these “mis-haps” were not so kindly hidden for a few Biblical characters who were called to ser-
vice by God. Adam and Eve, the first pastor couple, weren’t the best listeners (Gen. 3). In the lead-up to 
Moses’s call story, we find out he’s a murderer (Exodus 2:11-12). Abraham was an idolator (Joshua 24:2). 
There’s a significant-in-length list of folks who were hesitant about being called into God’s mission. Jeremi-
ah was pretty sure he was too young (Jer. 1:6), Jonah famously did not want to go to Nineveh to preach 
against the people there (Jonah 1:1-3), and Samuel is reluctant because he’s scared for his life (I Sam. 16:1-
2). 
 
Here’s a less-famous one: Simon the Zealot was one of the twelve disciples that Jesus called to follow him. 
He was not given the clarifier zealot because he was full of zeal. The Zealots were a political party bent on 
overturning Roman rule, and their process for doing so was not through legislation or peaceful protest. The 
Zealots were terrorists, extremists, outlaws. They were called “dagger-men” because they’d carry curved 
daggers in their robes that they’d use on Roman soldiers given the opportunity. They used guerilla warfare 
tactics, and they did not play fair. He may not have made it very far in the interview process had he applied 
to the Britton Lutheran Parish… 
 
Yet, all of these characters were called into the ministry by God despite their major flaws or past mistakes. 
As such, this letter is mostly a confession. Pastor Lexy and I fit the biblical mold for being called to the 
ministry. We’re sinners, too. So are our children. We are not righteous (and never will be) according to the 
Law. We’re acutely aware of this issue. We’re also very suspicious - given y’all are also descendants of Ad-
am and Eve - that you have the same problem we do (and the same problem Adam, Eve, Moses, Abraham, 
Jeremiah, Jonah, Samuel, and Simon the Zealot had, too). That is, we’re suspicious that you’re not righteous 
according to the Law either. We’re suspecting that you might be sinners… 
 
Actually, we’re hoping you are sinners. Because the message we have to give is exclusively for sinners. We 
echo what Paul says in Galatians 2, “So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified 
by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.” 
The message we have to give is not about improving, doing better, or becoming more righteous by your ac-
tions. No one gets justified that way. According to the Galatians passage above, the thing Jesus is interested 
in is faith (and particularly faith in his words: I forgive you). There’s hope for sinners, even! This is the 
message of the cross. It’s the message of the grace and mercy delivered by Jesus Christ. It’s the message 
you’re going to be hearing often, from one sinner to another.  

 
God bless you!  

Pastor Jesse 
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You have two pieces from me in the September Newsletter. One is a spiritual piece. Spiritual care  
is what we do here. It’s important to keep our focus in everything we do, even in the newsletter.  
It’s also important that you know some of the information and behind the scenes work that’s been 
happening at the church, too. That’s where this “state of the church” piece might be helpful. I’m  
going to use this as a space to tell you about upcoming events, important information, and any 
house-keeping items that need attention.  
 
Lake City Finishing Up for the Summer | Pastor Lexy and I were happy that we got in on the end 
of the summer worship schedule so that we could have the Lake City Lutheran experience. It was a 
pleasure to catch a few services with you before your hibernation. We look forward to coming out 
again next summer. 
 
Evening Worship | The Saturday Evening 5:30 worship will be moving to Sunday Evenings at 5:30 
beginning Sept 7. If we were to leave evening worship on Saturdays, Pastor Lexy, our children, and 
I would never have a full-day together as a family. In conversation with the call committee, parish 
council, and First Lutheran council, we came up with a plan that allows our family to have Satur-
days together - an evening worship opportunity on Sundays at 5:30.  Pastor Lexy and I see the im-
portance in an evening worship for our church, and we would like to continue offering an evening 
option.  
 
Readers in Worship | Thank you to all who are on the reader rotation! Be on the lookout for a short 
meeting for readers to be held immediately after worship (FL and PV will each have a meeting). A 
short readers-guide is being created. This is an excellent opportunity to get on the list to help out 
with worship, too! 
 
Unique Sundays | There are several themed Sundays coming up:  
Sept 7 | Rally Sunday (Christmas Theme) 
Sept 14 | Farmer Blessing (bring your tractor to worship) 
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Oct 5 | 75th Anniversary of the First Lutheran Cornerstone Laying 
 
One-Time Bible Study | Pastor Lexy and Pastor Jesse are organizing a Bible Study that takes place 
all in one night. If you’re unable to commit to a 4- or 6-week study, this Bible Study is for you. The 
theme is “Calling in Life.” Pastor Lexy will lead a session on Moses’s Call. Pastor Jesse will lead a 
session on Abraham’s Call. More details will be publicized soon.  
 
Pastor Lexy Preaching @ LCMC National Gathering | Pastor Lexy is preaching at the LCMC 
national gathering this year. Her sermon will be given on Wednesday, October 8 during the 11:15 
worship. Livestream will be available at https://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering. We’re also looking 
for a person or two to attend the national gathering. Let Pastor Jesse, Pastor Lexy, or Tyler Melroe 
know if you’re interested in going. 

Confirmation | The 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation classes had their parent meeting in August. 
Classes will begin on Wednesday, September 3 after school. Please keep our Confirmation students 
and teachers in your prayers as they start a new year.  

 
God bless you! 

Pastor Jesse 
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Jerry Amerman 
passed away August 8, 
2025 at Primrose 
Memory Care Cottages 
in Aberdeen, SD at the 
age of 81.  His funeral 
was August 13, 2025 
at First Lutheran 
Church. 

 

Bradley M. Bender 
passed away August 
16, 2025 in Britton, SD 
at the age of 59.   His 
funeral was August 22, 
2025 at First Lutheran. 

 
 

Ronald Patterson 
passed away August 
22, 2025 at Sun Dial 
Manor in Bristol at the 
age of 82. His funeral 
was August 29 at First 
Lutheran Church. 

The following 3rd Graders will receive their  

Bibles on Rally Sunday, September 7, 2025. 

First Lutheran  Pleasant Valley 

Abbigayle Erickson  Roper Hansen 

Maverick Erickson 

Corinn Heitmann 

Tucker Olson 

Deagan Parrow 

Ariyah Sasker 

Brek Stelzer 

Zachary Vrchota 

Evrett Winburn 
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Grades 6-12, please join us for our first Prayer and 
Muffins gathering at 7:45am on September 17. 
This is a great start for your Wednesday. 

God's Left Hand 
 
A 6-year-old and his grandma went for a walk 
one autumn day. “Look at the gorgeous 
leaves!” Grandma exclaimed. “Just think, God 
painted each one of them just for us!” 
 
“Yep,” said her grandson, “and he did it left-
handed.” 
 
Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why do you think 
God used his left hand to create all this beau-
ty?” 
 
“Because,” said the boy matter-of-factly, “we 
learned in Sunday school that Jesus sits on 
God’s right one.” 
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LCMC 25th Annual  
Gathering & Convention 

October 5-8, 2025  �
Hosanna Church   Lakeville, MN   �

Registration Deadline: September 15�
A strong foundation is essential if you want to build a 
structure that lasts. That’s why this year, at our 25th 
Annual Gathering & Convention, we’re looking back 
at the theological and historical foundations of Lu-
theran Congregations in Mission for Christ and ex-

ploring how our diverse association of congregations 
continues to build upon those foundations today.   

No matter the size of your congregation, where 
you’re located, your demographic makeup, or which 
area(s) of ministry you might be strongest in, each 
congregation has an important role to play in carrying 
out the Great Commission that Jesus set forth in Mat-
thew 28. In spite of the characteristics that make each 
congregation unique, we are all united under a com-
mon purpose and rooted in the work and teachings of 
Jesus Christ. 

Throughout this four day event, you’ll be able to: 

· Hear from some of the founding members of 
LCMC, and explore how and why members of 
our community choose to call LCMC home   

· Connect and build relationships with other people 
in our association  

· Find opportunities for training and networking 

· Take part in worship and Bible study  
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	��� ������ Gerry Person      Kari Feldhaus 
	���� �����  Heather Landreth      MaryAnn Eye�
	������       Troy Knecht      Julie Hagen 
	���� ������ Allison Tank      Suzanne Svard�  
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	������� 9:00am    Curt and Jan Foster�
	���  9:00am    Curt and Jan Foster 
	���  9:00am    Ryan and Megan Biel Family 
	���  9:00am    Ryan and Megan Biel Family 
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	��� 9:00am     Jackson Baker 
	���  9:00am     Lillian Boyko 
	���  9:00am     Corbin Dawson 
	���  9:00am     Blayden Downs 
����  9:00am     Brady Heitkamp 

We are seeking more Bell Ringers—any age.   
If you are interested please join us on 9/10/25  

for our first practice. 

Kurt Zuehlke will be taking an aerial (drone) photo-
graph following worship. Join us as we record this 
historical moment in our church. 

Special thanks to  Larry 
Lindberg for making the 
lovely Memory Chests that 
are given to all the babies 
at baptism.  This project 
was started by the Men of 
First years  ago. 

Jeff Christenson and Randy Carlson have volun-
teered to make the chests and carry on this tradition. 
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Pastors Jesse and Lexy Carson, Liz Waletich, Emily Hrabik, Tammy Bender, Kelley Beck, Jeff, Mills, Rhonda 
Hardina, Casey Erickson, Lisa Dawson, Tyler Melroe, Kim Peters, Tate Davidson, Kim Beck, Ryan Carlson 
and Tammy Olson 

In A Million Little Ways (Revell), Emily Freeman 
says in order for Christians to “show up as you are 
with what you’ve been given,” we must confront 
these statements: 
 
• I’m not cut out for this. 
• Someone else can do it better. 
• People might not like it. 
• I have nothing to offer. 
• I hate my calling. 
• It’s a waste of time. 
• It’s too much work. 
• Who do you think you are? 
 
“A million loud voices … keep us from the million 
little ways [Jesus] wants to show up through us to 
the world,” Freeman writes. 

�

�

Just show up! 


